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LAND FORCES 2021 EXPO 
Statement by Minister for Defence Industry 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Defence Industry) [12.05 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I stand 
here today to share my recent experience at the 2021 Land Forces International Land Defence Exposition held in 
Brisbane from 1 to 3 June. As I previously updated the house, Land Forces is the region’s premier international land 
defence exposition, showcasing equipment, technology and services for the armies of Australia and the Indo–Pacific. 
As Western Australia’s Minister for Defence Industry, I led a delegation of WA organisations to Brisbane with an 
aim to attract new defence contracts and opportunities for WA. A total of 19 companies, the Defence Science Centre 
and Henderson Alliance were hosted at no cost on the WA government stand and were supported by a dedicated 
team from Defence West. This representation from Western Australia demonstrated our state’s capabilities to the 
largest possible defence audience. The stand had fantastic energy and the companies represented our state very 
well through a team WA approach, which attracted praise from visitors to the Defence West stand. 
Despite COVID-19 restrictions and border closures in Victoria, the 2021 Land Forces trade show attracted 
12 766 attendees over its three days. Attendance offered a unique opportunity for our Western Australian companies 
to communicate directly with the Australian Army to better understand the needs and challenges of the end user. 
During my visit, I facilitated meetings between WA companies and defence primes including BAE Systems, 
Rheinmetall, Hanwha, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman and Navantia Australia. I also hosted visits to the 
Defence West stand by the Deputy Chief of Army and the Special Operations Commander. These meetings provided 
an invaluable opportunity for WA companies to showcase their capabilities and push these primes to visit WA to see 
firsthand what the defence industry has to offer. These companies readily engaged with our WA small to medium-sized 
enterprises and were keen to discuss the innovation and technology being developed in Western Australia. 
Western Australia was consistently considered by prime contractors as a good location to establish test areas for 
aerial and autonomous undersea and surface vessels, along with space domain opportunities, including launch 
zones. Some key WA company highlights include Austal announcing its intention to bid for Land 8710—amphibious 
capabilities—which is consistent with the federal government’s designation of Henderson as the location for 
construction of all watercraft under 100 metres in length. Further, Orbital announced during the show the delivery of 
its first unmanned aerial vehicle engine system to one of Singapore’s largest defence companies. These achievements 
demonstrate that WA companies have the capabilities and experience to contribute to the Australian Army’s future 
needs. I will continue to advocate for these opportunities and the 19 Western Australian companies that attended 
2021 Land Forces to ensure that they deliver tangible outcomes for the benefit of both WA and defence. 
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